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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT: Generator Inspection Logs and Corrective Action Documentation

Q: What are the Federal and the State of Washington generator requirements for documenting less-than-90-day
container inspections and any subsequent corrective actions?

A: Per 40 CFR 262.34, a generator may accumulate hazardous waste on-site for 90 days or less without a
permit provided that (among other things), the waste is placed in containers and the generator conducts
at least weekly inspections. The generator inspection regulations referenced at 40 CFR 265.174 from 40
CFR 262.34 state that inspections must include looking for leaking containers and deterioration of
containers. 40 CFR 265.174 includes a comment to see 40 CFR 265.171, “Condition of containers’ for
remedial action required if deterioration or leaks are detected. However, there is no requirement to
document the weekly inspections or the corrective actions taken. Therefore, generators subject to
Federal or Federally equivalent State regulations are not required to document weekly inspections or
subsequent corrective actions. However, documentation is a best management practice to ensure that
regulatory compliance can be demonstrated to regulators, and documentation is a good demonstration.

[Note: In the September 25, 2015, Federal Register on page 57952, top of 3™ column, EPA proposed
modifying the generator accumulation regulations to require generators to document weekly container
inspections and keep a log of inspections at the site for at least three years. The Final rule is pending.]

Per the Washington Administrative Code (WAC), 173-303-200, Washington State generators may also
accumulate dangerous waste on-site for 90 days or less without a permit provided that (among other
things), the waste is placed in containers and the generator conducts at least weekly inspections looking
for leaking containers and deterioration of containers and the containment system. Note that the WAC
requirement to inspect the containment system is more stringent than the Federal requirements which
only inspects the containers. The regulation concerning generator inspections at WAC 173-303-630(6)
and referenced from WAC 173-303-200, includes wording stating that the generator must keep an
inspection log noting the observations made and the nature of any repairs or remedial actions.
Therefore, Washington State generators, unlike current Federal generators, are required to document
weekly inspections and any subsequent corrective actions taken.

SUMMARY:

I Generators subject to Federal or WA regulations can accumulate hazardous/dangerous wastes on-site for
<90 days without a permit, provided that (among other things), at least weekly inspections are conducted.

I Current federal regulations require that generators look for leaks and deterioration but do not require
documentation of inspections performed or corrective actions taken.

I Washington State regulations also require generators to look for leaks and deterioration but do require
documentation of inspections performed and corrective actions taken.

Pertinent regulations from 40 CFR 265 and WAC 173-303 are attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions,
please contact me at “Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

SUBJECT: Generator Inspection Logs and Corrective Action Documentation
40 CFR 262.34 Accumulation time.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (d), (e), and (f) of this section, a generator may accumulate hazardous waste on-site for 90 days or
less without a permit or without having interim status, provided that:

(1) The waste is placed:

(1) In containers and the generator complies with the applicable requirements of subparts I, AA, BB, and CC of part 265;

Subpart I—Use and Management of Containers
40 CFR 265.174 Inspections.

At least weekly, the owner or operator must inspect areas where containers are stored, except for Performance Track member facilities that
must conduct inspections at least once each month, upon approval by the Director. To apply for reduced inspection frequency, the
Performance Track member facility must follow the procedures described in §265.15(b)(5) of this part. The owner or operator must look
for leaking containers and for deterioration of containers caused by corrosion or other factors.

[Comment: See §265.171 for remedial action required if deterioration or leaks are detected.]

40 CFR 265.171 Condition of containers.

If a container holding hazardous waste is not in good condition, or if it begins to leak, the owner or operator must transfer the hazardous
waste from this container to a container that is in good condition, or manage the waste in some other way that complies with the
requirements of this part.

WAC 173-303-200 Accumulating dangerous waste on-site.

(1) A generator, not to include transporters as referenced in WAC 173-303-240(3), may accumulate dangerous waste on-site without a
permit for ninety days or less after the date of generation, provided that:

(b)(1) The waste is placed in containers and the generator complies with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (8), (9), (10), and 40 CFR
Part 265 Subparts AA, BB, and CC incorporated by reference at WAC 173-303-400 (3)(a).

WAC 173-303-630 Use and management of containers.

(6) Inspections. At least weekly, the owner or operator must inspect areas where containers are stored, looking for leaking containers and
for deterioration of containers and the containment system caused by corrosion, deterioration, or other factors. The owner or operator must
keep an inspection log including at least the date and time of the inspection, the printed name and the handwritten signature of the
inspector, a notation of the observations made and the date and nature of any repairs or remedial actions taken. The log must be kept at the
facility for at least five years from the date of inspection.
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